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the cortex do not cluster into well-defined centres, either 
motor or sensation centres. And, likewise, that the pyra¬ 
midal tracts are not the necessary connecting links be¬ 
tween the cortex and the outgoing nerves of the cord. 
The substance of the article is a reiteration of the opin¬ 
ions previously published and known to be held by the 
author, which he again attempts to substantiate by logic 
and experiment. It is not probable, however, that very 
great success will attend this endeavor as the result of 
this most recent contribution. J. C. 

SPECIAL SENSE IN EPILEPSY. 

“ In Medecine Moderne,” August 4, 1892, there is men¬ 
tion of Fere’s experiments in regard to special sense in 
epileptics, especially taste and smell. About sixty out of 
every hundred examined showed diminished apprecia¬ 
tion of odors and flavors. L. F. B. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

.THE TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY WITH THE 
BORATE OF SODA. 

Dr. Alfredo Pastena, after the employment of this 
drug in eight cases of epilepsy, comes to the following 
conclusions: 

The borate of soda diminishes the number of attacks, 
and in many cases they are suspended for months at a 
time. 

The best results are obtained in the classic form of 
epilepsy, and especially where the attacks are of long 
duration; also in the lighter forms, as epileptic vertigo. 

The drug has no deleterious effect upon the general 
system, neither upon the digestive organs. 

It does not act by paralyzing the motor centres, as 
some suppose, since in epilepsy with consecutive motor 
spasms, the borate of soda has little if any effect. More¬ 
over, having administered it in mania to prove the cor¬ 
rectness of the above-mentioned hypothesis, it gave 
wholly negative results. It has no marked preference 
for nocturnal attacks, as Stewart supposes, since patients 
subject to diurnal attacks have had during this treat¬ 
ment nocturnal attacks, and vice versa. 

As to the dose, the author begins with 4 grammes 
daily, mixed with 200 grammes of water and 20 gr. of 
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syrup. In some cases he increased the dose until the 
patient was taking 7 grammes daily, and with the excep¬ 
tion of one case, he has met with no irritating effects 
upon the gastric mucous membrane (Annali di Neorolo- 
gia, Napoli, Fas. i., ii., iii., p. 123). W. C. K. 

NEURASTHENIA. 

In the busy struggle for existence the battle of life is 
no longer fought with the hands, but by the brain. The 
demands made by the efforts of the brain-worker upon 
the nervous system are excessive. No matter what pow¬ 
ers of endurance the body may possess, the restless ten¬ 
ant exhausts them. Especially is this true of those 
slightly built persons with well-vaulted foreheads and 
small viscera. Their restless energy brings about a break¬ 
down ; the assimilative organs cannot supply the nutri¬ 
tive pabulum of the nervous system in sufficient quantity, 
the store becomes exhausted, and then the brain power 
gives way; the work that once could be accomplished 
with ease becomes a grievous task, and a little later on 
the capacity to discharge it is no longer present. The 
patient is sent away for rest. After long rest and ap¬ 
propriate food the nervous system is once more for a 
time equal to the demands likely to be made upon it. 

The treatment of mental overwork is absolute rest, 
with a generous diet that will make fat. As the nervous 
substance is largely made up of fat with phosphoric acid 
(lecithin), its nutrition must be maintained by Proteinol. 
Adults should take one tablespoonful one hour after each 
meal. Give milk puddings, cream and Seltzer water, 
salads with oil, yolk of egg in sherry wine. Be guarded 
in allowing nitrogeneous diet, but freely give a carbohy¬ 
drate and a diet that will make fat. Continuously give 
proteinol, and enjoin absolute rest and change of scene. 


